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By David Parker

abby Vee's talent, crea-

tivity and perseverance

as a singer/quitaristf
songwriter for mare than a
decade is not in doubt. He has
shared credits and stages with
legends of rock 'n’ roll - Little
Richard, Everly Brothoers, Carl
Peorkins, Sir Paul McCartnoy,
Dion, Righteous Brothors,
Prince, and many othor top
Names.

Robby tours regularty and will
perform at roadhouses, sireal
dances, clubs, balirooms, theat-
ers, casinos, state Tairs, festivals,
and sports centres across the
LISt and many athier countrigs, in
thia Far East, Australia and tho
UK. Performances include one at
Sir Andrew Lioyd Wabbar's S0th
birthday celebmation, his workd-re-
nowned Sydmonton festival, and
with Sir Paul McCartney in New
York and London al his "Buddy
Holly Festivals.”

MNamad after his fathar, Bobby
Vee, and famiy fnend. Brian Hy-
land, the legendary 603 stars,
he's entrenched in the traditions
of pop, :.mng rockabilly and bop.

Robby leamed and has been
inspired by masters of guitar, in-
cluding Carl Parkins, Jamas
Bur‘lw_l, and Albert Lew, in casual,
yet inlirrate back-stage setlings.
He has aiso played quitar for
“Dick Clark’s Caravan of Stars™
rock 'n’ roll shows, and with por-
I'Frmm ;um Eas thé.; %‘ureﬂgféd

omnmy Roa, Ban E. King, -
die"Boom Boom' Cannaon, Buddy
Knox, Bo Diddiey, and other pio-
neers of rock "’ rodl and pop
music = somany, in fact, that it
reads ke a Billboard's Top 40
book!

Was he encouraged, or did he
just picik up from his dad?

“Gronwing up Inoa-musical
housahold, thars wWare music in-
sirumants evarywhiora @ the
housae. My fathoar had a studio in
the: home. iwhane he would spend
& ot of b Wirkisg on' misic,

“From an early age, | realized
how front and contre music was
in tha Vee family. My father would
pick up a guitar and sing for
hours - one S0ng afler ancthar.
His claim would be that he knew
ong varse from every song. |
wasn't encouraged or knowingly
groomed for this businass, music
was just part of our family smvi-
ranment.

Tha Vees - brothers Robby,

and Jail | hanva par-
formed togathor since grade
sthool. As the lead singer and
guilanst, Robby toured with them
m support of their six record -
leasas, including their most
racant CD releaze, "Knock Your-
soff Cut”

The Viees aiso backed their fa-
thar on-todr, and just about every

ather [nving legend from the S0s
and 50s on rock ' roli shows
around the world. Thay appeared
in he movea "Galch Me IF You
Can” and wraln two songs fea-
tured in ihe movie "Don't Let Go.”
Ruobby has appeared on four of
hiis father's records, including a
Iver 2lbum recorded by Sir An-
drew Lioyd Webber at the
London Palladiurm. He also ap-
peared alongside his father and
the Cockets on a Crickets Inbute
album which included Enc Clap-
ton, Jehnny Rivers, and the tate
Waylon Jennings, Recently, Rob-
by b reconded with Rolling Stones
guitarist, Ronnie YWood, al his
Landon home studio.

Is he being made o ‘plough his
own furrow® rather han being
pushed along and hawving doors
openead for him by his dad. soch
as making his own current tour
arangements?

"My tather 150t a sirong sup-
parter. Wi might get a mantion
on stage, that's about it. Ha
kncws very litthe about my music
and the tours 1 do, Most of my
louwrs and appodunity come from
a grass-roots fan base. M've meta
lat of really great peophe through
doing shows, Peopla offer 1o holp
me put shows together and get
my nama out there, much kg
this LK Tour. This was pul togeth-
er by A wanderful porson who
saw ma in concart with Fraddie
Cannan hack in 2004 and
H'Inughl | should comi back ta
tha LK

Doas he sea any hope of be-
coming a woridwide star like his
dad or is ha content with baing
abla 10 make music for s fans
and audences?

*| never got into this business
I be a star. That mught be-my
downiall,

“Growing up in a musical-famihy,
the ransilion (o 5iage was a5
simpée as playing in the ving

room with farmily and then, all of a
sudden, you're on stage, and this
is what you do for a Inving. | nev-
ar really sat down and pianned it
out; | just "Keep on'keepin’ on”,

"I put shows on tha calendar
and record music when | fesl |
have enough music 1o put a
project together. Music has baen
the constant in my [ife.

"My lather was a Brill Building
singer, the buitding wheme the
qmat songwriters of the Amencan

book wrote hits for art-
tslts ke The Everly Brothers,
Dion, The Sherelies, Ebas and
others,

My [ather's caraer was all
about making hit songs and he
had a huge support system be-
hind him to elevate his caneer.
| love lo play music and 'm very
content with: the joumaey I'm on.

“I'm continually gatting in front
of new peopla to share my music
with. If I'm known a5 a second-
generation rocker who heiped
Keep the great tradiion of mock
" roll afive, that's good enough
for me.”

What does he think is the dif-
farence balween music
scena and the 1950s%0s days of
the Tog Twenty singles scrambie
and excitemeant?

“These are different timas..
and yat the same in some ways.
Today's state of the industry s
more like the 505 and 603 than
it's ever béen, probably ... Wsina
state of redefining isall, much
like in the 50s when it wasina
siate of defining itsoif

"Artisls ara getling their music
heard and finding audiences in
lotally different ways than 10
years ago-and, ina sense, ans
wiiling the new moded of the in-
dustry as t

9.
*I'm a fanof oid miuss from

‘I never got into this

business to be a star.”

Memphis, Chicago ... New Crle-
ans -toname a few, The greal
thing about music from the S0s
and 60z wag the regionalism
“The sound coming out of
Memphis was differant than even
the reconds coming out of Mash-
wille, The way Scotty Moo, or
aven Car Perkins, played guitar
was very differant than how Mards
Travis played, or Chet Alking
Memphis was the galeway o
the south and you could hear that
vibe in those records. Nashville
was filled with techniChl aspects
of traditian, from how the reconds
wene made Io tha music recond-

ad.

“Today, with the Intemel, it
seems ke regionalsm has come
back to an industry walered down
by corporate music contras. With
fila-sharing and socal notwork-
ing; you can ear music from ha
music scene s inat s raw form.
Thers g 50 much greal music oul
inere that hasn't bean manipuiat-
od for a marsetplace,., Much ke
tha great rockin® roll recordings of
the S0s.

“Wiiting has beena lavonia
passion of mine, just lixe paint-
. I've been @ pamnter my entine
life and, 1o me, writing leals ke
painting with an imaginary can-
vas, | take the same crealive
process: into My songs - perform-
ance and recording.”
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